CRIMINAL   TENDENCIES  IN   NORMAL   CHILDREN
nature, the very strong and early repression, shutting off the
phantasies, deprived him of the possibility of working off his
fixations through other ways and means, that is to sublimate
them.    In sublimations of the most varied kind we find aggressive
and sadistic fixations playing a part too.    I wish to indicate just
one  means by which,  even physically,  much aggression  and
sadism can be worked through, namely sport.    Thus attacks on
the hated object can be made in a manner socially permissible;
at the same time it serves as over-compensation for anxiety, as it
proves to the individual that he will not succumb to the aggressor.
In the case of the little criminal it was very interesting to see,
as the repression was weakened through analysis, what sublima-
tion took place.    The boy, who had no interest but a destructive
one of breaking and spoiling things, showed an entirely new
interest in the construction of lifts and every form of locksmith's
work.    It may be assumed that this would have proved a good
way of sublimating his  aggressive  tendencies,  and that thus
analysis might have turned him into a good locksmith, instead of
becoming a criminal as may now be expected.
It seems to me that one main cause for the deviation of the
development of this child from that of the neurotic child lies in
the greater anxiety caused by the traumatic experience with his
sister. I see the effects of this greater anxiety in different direc-
tions. A greater fear caused a greater repression at a stage where
the way to sublimation was not yet opened, so that no other outlet
or possibility of working off remained. Furthermore, the greater
fear increased the cruelty of the super-ego, and fixated it at this
point through this experience.
There is still another effect of this greater anxiety I would
suggest, but to explain this I must make a brief digression. When
I mentioned the different possibilities of development, based on
the same grounds, I quoted the normal, the obsessional neurotic,
the psychotic, and endeavoured to come nearer to the criminaL
I did not speak of the pervert.
We know that Freud called neurosis the negative of the per-
versions. An important addition to the psychology of the per-
versions was made by Sachs, who arrived at the conclusion that
the pervert does not simply permit himself, owing to lack of
conscience, what the neurotic represses in consequence of his
inhibitions. He found that the conscience of the pervert is not
less strict but is simply working in a different way. It permits
one part only of the forbidden tendencies to be retained in order
to escape from other parts which seem still more objectionable
to the super-ego. What it rejects are desires belonging to the
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